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Naruto has passed the HO-volume 
mark, becoming a long-term series. 
From here on out, | plan to keep 
working hard, with my eyes trained 
on the finish line/ 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2008 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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THE STORY SO FAR. 


Once the bane of the Konohagakure Ninja Academy, Naruto now serves 
dutifully among the ranks of the Konoha shinobi—an illustrious group of 
ninja sworn to protect their village from the forces of evil seeking to destroy 
it from without and within 

Naruto's search for his former classmate and friend, Sasuke—now on a 
mission of vengeance against his own brother, Itachi—finally bears fruit, and 
the paths of these two young shinobi are poised to re-converge. 

Jiraiya continues his top-secret mission within the Hidden Rain Village 
and discovers the true identity of the Akatsuki's enigmatic leader, Pain— 
who turns out to be none other than one of jiraiyas former disciples! 

When Pain reveals his quest to create the ultimate jutsu capable of ending all 
wars by wreaking havoc and causing rampant destruction, Jiraiya is forced to 
kill his former student in order to save the world. But as he soon discovers, 
Pain never dies... 
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MATTER 
HOW GOOD 
YOU WERE, 
YOU COULON'T 
HAVE TAKEN 
DOWN THE 
ENTIRE 
POLICE FORCE 
BY YOURSELF. 
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ITACHS AN ADEPT. 


IMAGINATION. 


I THOUGHT 
I TOLD YOU 


„ILL 
USE MY 


HATRED THAT МО 
TO TURN MATTER. 
FANTASY HOW MUCH 
INTO YOU USE 
REALITY! Å THOSE EYES 


OF YOURS... 


THEN LET 
ME THROW 
ТНО5Е 
WORDS... 
RIGHT BACK 

AT YOU. 


.GOUGED 
OUT 
DURING THE 
TSUKUVOMI 
JUST NOW... 


el 


WE MIGHT 
GET TO 
SEE THE 

AMATERASU. 


THAT WOLLD 
ВЕ AREAL 
TREAT! IM 

50 GLAD WE 

DECIDED TO 

СОМЕ 
HERE!! 


THE AIR 
AROUND 
ITACHI HAS 
SHIFTED. 


HE’S FINALLY 
GETTING DOWN 
TO BUSINESS... 
WHICH MEANS... 


ЧА bor 389: Sasuke" s Пом!!! 


CONTINUING 
WHICH 
MEANS IT'S TO USE 
GOING TO GENJUTSU 
BE A DIRECT WILL LEAD 


NINJUTSU 
SLUGFEST EI 
FROM НЕКЕ 
ON OUT, EH! 
FROM THE 


MOMENT SASUKE 
BROKE THROUGH 
THE TSUKUVOMI, 
A GENJUTSU 
BATTLE BECAME 
POINTLESS. 


THE ЈЕ THE 
THE AMATERASU RIGHT EVES LEFT EVES 
PRODUCES BLACK MANGEKYO MANGEKYO 


FLAMES THAT ARE POSSESSES POSSESSES 
SAJD TO NEVER THEMOST THE MOST 
EXTINGUISH UNTIL POWERFUL POWERFUL 
THEVVE BURNED PHVSICAL GENJUTSU... 
TO ASH WHATEVER ATTACK... 
Т5 CASTERS EYE 
HAD SIGHTED... 


THIS IS THE 
ART OF THE 
SHADOW 
SHURIKENT 


«s 
54 


READ 
K THIS K 
WAY 
ww 11 III I 
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NOT LIKE 
ITACHI ТО NOT 
ВЕ ABLE ТО 
DODGE SUCH 
THINGS... 


READ 
K THIS K 
WAY 


FROM THE 
MOMENT 


SASUKE 
NULLIFIED THE 
TSUKLYOMI, 


NAH... ITS 
STILL TOO 
EARLY 


BALL 
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SASUKE 
HAS THE 
UPPER HAND! 
І REALLY THINK 
SASUKE 5 
GOING TO... 


